262                     DANIEL  WEBSTER.

from politics, but could not wholly withdraw from
them. The feeling against him, on account of bis
continuance in the cabinet, had subsided, and there
was a feeble and somewhat fitful movement to drop
Clay, and present Mr. Webster as a candidate for
the presidency. Mr. Webster, however, made a
speech at Andover, defending his course and advo-
cating Whig principles, and declared that he was
not a candidate for office. Pie also refused to allow
New Hampshire to mar party harmony by bring-
ing his name forward. When Mr. Clay was nom-
inated, in May, 1844, Mr. Webster, who had be-
held with anxiety the rise of the Liberty party
and prophesied the annexation of Texas, decided,
although he was dissatisfied with the silence of the
Whigs on this subject, to sustain their candidate.
This was undoubtedly the wisest course; and,
having once enlisted, he gave Mr. Clay a hearty
and vigorous support, making a series of powerful
speeches, chiefly on the tariff, and second in vari-
ety and ability only to those which he had deliv-
ered in the Harrison campaign. Mr. Clay was de-
feated largely by the action of the Liberty party,
and the silence of the Whigs about Texas and
slavery cost them the election. At the beginning
of the year Mr. Webster had declined a reelection
to the Senate, but it was impossible for him to
remain out of politics, and the pressure to return
soon became too strong to be resisted. When Mr.
Choate resigned in the winter of 1844-45, Mr.